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Great Dialogue from the
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[ It' s a Wonderful Lifeass) ]

“You want the moon? Just say the word, and
I’ll throw a lasso around it and pull it down.”
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As director Frank Capra’s It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) opens, it’s Christmas Eve.
George Bailey (James Stewart), who owns a bank, faces ruin. His silly uncle has
misplaced a big bag of money meant for deposit. The slumlord Potter (Lionel
Barrymore) finds the money and keeps it. A bank examiner is due that day.
Frantic, George asks Potter for a loan, but Potter accuses George of bank fraud.
George is sad and decides to kill himself. However, his guardian angel shows
George what his small town of Bedford Falls would have looked like if he had never
been born. It is, in this alternate reality, called Potterville, a sleazy town. George
realizes how many lives he has touched positively. He decides to live his life. In the
end, his many friends save him from disgrace. George says the lines above to his
wife, who has stayed by his side through thick and thin. [
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Visiting Africa

I came back to school this term
bursting to tell people about
my summer travels. I spent a
month traveling through the
African countries of Uganda,
Rwanda and Kenya. I saw African
animals galore: lions, giraffes,
zebras, elephants, rhinoceroses,
hippopotamuses, crocodiles,
hyenas, and antelopes of every
shape and size. I saw the sunrise

from a hot-air balloon over the

Masai Mara. I sprained my finger

Fern EDEBOHLS

Teacher in the Integrated Six-Year Program

white-water rafting in Uganda. I
mountain biked through a national
park with a guide who only had
one pedal in Kenya. I stayed two
days in an orphanage and came
back with two Kenyan sponsor
children. I hand-fed a giraffe
in Nairobi. I visited sobering
genocide memorials in Rwanda and
witnessed that country’s inspiring
recovery. I was welcomed into
the homes of virtual strangers.
I had so many once-in-a-lifetime
experiences that it is hard to single
out one, but in the end, I decided
to write about the experience
that was at the front of my mind
when I planned my trip to Africa:

mountain gorillas.

Uganda, Rwanda and the Congo
are the only countries in the world
where you can see mountain
gorillas in the wild. There are only
about 780 of them remaining in the
world today and poaching remains

a real threat. Congo




seemed a little risky, and I had
difficulty obtaining a permit in
Uganda, so I decided to go gorilla
trekking in Rwanda.

There are eight groups of gorillas
living in the Volcanoes National
Park and only eight visitors may
visit each gorilla group per day.
The Susa group is the largest and
most famous group. It is also the
most difficult to get to, because
the gorillas live high up in the
mountains. The rangers need
to make sure, then, that they
choose a group of visitors that
is capable of making it to the top.
We felt honoured to be assigned to
the Susa group. The guide warned
us that we would have a long hard
trek up the mountain ahead of us,
but we were so excited at being
able to see the largest gorilla
group that we didn’t care. When he
told us that there would be head-
high stinging nettles and thorn
bushes and that we should ‘suffer

in silence’ we were a little more
subdued.

We had an hour ride over very

bumpy roads to get to the base of
our mountain. The start was an
easy walk through bamboo forest
but it soon began to get steep, and
later, slippery. Our guide was keen
to move fast because the gorillas
were moving away from us up the
mountain. We did not have many
breaks and were soon starting to
feel the effects of the high altitude
(over 3000m). Before long we were
walking through soggy waist deep
foliage, and everyone in the group
had managed to fall into the nettles.
Three and a half hours later we
were still walking and starting to
feel hungry and tired and then,
suddenly, we were in the middle
of gorillas. There are 40 gorillas
in the Susa group and they were
all around us. It was amazing and
a little disconcerting. At first the

gorillas kept moving and we even




FRONTIER SPIRIT BE OUR GUIDE

had a male beat his chest at us,
but after about fifteen minutes we
found a group that were eating,
sleeping and playing, and we

settled in to watch them.

The gorillas let us come quite
close. Twin baby gorillas played
near us, pushing each other out of
a tree while a silverback male slept
nearby. A mother and baby passed
by. A large blackback reclined
and ate a leisurely meal. It was
enthralling and our hour with the
gorillas passed all too quickly.
The trip up had been arduous,
but our elation carried us down
in half the time. We arrived back
at camp exhausted, filthy, bruised
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and stung, and several hours late,
but with an enormous sense of

achievement.

I feel privileged to have been
one of the few people to enjoy the
awesome experience of spending
time with mountain gorillas in
the wild. This was but one of
many humbling experiences in
Africa. I saw so many examples of
people dedicating themselves to
the protection of wildlife, children
and society itself during my
travels. It was awe-inspiring and
challenging. Once more I have
been forced to re-examine my life
and what I can do to be useful to
humanity and our world.




Global Education
for the Twenty-
First Century

It is more important than ever for
our schools to provide an education
that will promote mutual understanding,
peace, respect for differences and
world citizenship. It is no longer
sufficient to require students to
memorize facts and information.
Information is readily at hand.
What education for the twenty-first
century requires is the teaching of
universal values such as justice,
fairness, mutual respect, non-
violence and reverence for all life on

the planet.

The new millennium has required
us to rethink the nature of education
for international understanding. At

our school, we have developed strong
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ties with sister schools all over the
world. We send our students to
these schools as well as host their
students. We have also explored
ways of encouraging our students to
think globally and of cultivating in
them a commitment to mutual welfare

as opposed to mutual mistrust.

Knowledge and information are
accumulating exponentially. We
know that our students will have
as many as ten careers after they
leave our school, so it is vital
that they acquire the ability to learn
independently and to have dialogues
with their peers all over the world
in an effort to solve real-world

problems. [
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